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AUSTRALIAN MEDICAL LIBRARIANS' GROUPS

NEWSLETTER NO. 2 *  NOVEMBER 1977

NEWSLETTER

: More frequent publication of the Newsletter is progosed. It is
hoped thet several issues will be produced each year.,

Would members of the Medical Librarians' Groups please send items
for inclusion in the Newsletter to the editor -«

George Franki,
Biomedical Librarian,
University of N.S5.W.
P.0. Box 1, :
KENSINGTON. N.S.W. 2033.

Also if secretaries of Groups would send the editor a copy of
Minutes of their Meetings publicity can be given to Group activities,

© NATIONAL _COUNCIL
The National Council of the Medical Librarians' Groups met in the
Biomedical Library, University of Tasmania on Sunday 28th August, 1977 during
the 19th 8iennisl Conference of the Library Association of Australia.

Present werei:-

Ms. Sandra Ruséell . = Biomedical lerary, Monash Umiversity,
' Victoria,
Mrs. Haéei Jones | - "= GState Health Department, Brisbane, Q'1ld.
Ms. Susan-ggggga . = West Australian Cbllege of Nursing.
Mrs. Shiriey Liki - Cbmmonwaalth Department of Health,
. Canberra. ACT.
Mr. George Franki . = Biomedical Library, University of N.S.W.
Observers | _
Allan Wilsom =~ . - ANSTEL, National Library of Australia,.
Mrs. Merle Ellefs - Climical Sciences Library, Royal Brisbane

Hospital, Queensland.

Don Jamieson ~ Medical Library, University of Otago. N.Z.

The National Council agreed to the following amendments of its con—
stitution.

Name
: The name of the Council is to be changed to AUSTRALIAN MEDICAL
LIBRARIANS® GROUPS' NATIONAL COUNCIL which is not an autonomous body in

. itgelf but is to be convened from time to time from representatlves of
the State Groups.

- F
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Membershio
Tre council is to consist of six members - one representative to be .

ﬂnomlnated by the Medical Librarians' Group of each state and the ACT. The -
number of weoresentat1ues on the Counc11 may ‘be expanded when necessary

Term of membership

Each fepresentative is to be elected for two years and may be re-
elected for a further term,

Convener

~ One member of the National Council is to act as convener. The con-
vener to be From the venue of the next biennial conference of the LAA and to
hold this office until the following biennial meeting.

Finance

Funds are mot to be collected by State Groups for the National Council
(Ttem 7 of the Censtitution concerning finance is withdrawn from the Constlt-'
ution}.

Meetlngs DF Counc1l :

Mesztings of the Natlonal Coun011 are to be held at Blennlal Conferences '
of the LAA.

Voting

Each member of the Natlonal Council shall vote accordlng to the dir-
ection of his/her state group and amendments shall be passed by a simple
majority of Council members,

Other Ausiness

Convener. | _ o .
‘ Mrs. Shirley Liki, G/~ Library of Australian Department of Health,

Woden, ACT, is.to act as cenvener for the years 1977 - 1979, The 1979 LAA
Conference is to be held in Canberra. : .

Newsleﬁter.

George Frarki is to act as Editor and distributor of the Newsletter.

Minutes of State'sroups' Meetings.
In the intzrest of communication between Groups it would be useful
Cif Minutes of Group mestings could be sent-to

Mrs., Liki (Convener)
Mr. Franki (for use in Newsletter)
Convenors of other State Groups

Standards
The LAA has seen the 'Standard for Hospital Libraries' which were

compiled by the N.S.W. Medical Librarians' Group, and has suggested that
these should include standards for patients! libraries. The Council disagreed
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vut will delay: Further aotlon until detalls oF the orlgln of the LAA's
suggestion are known, - »

Library Association o?’Aestralia-Affiliation.

The Medical lerarlans’ Group (Vlctorla) has. requeeted the Speolals

Libraries Section to investigate the official status of the Groups within the

LAA.

No fimal decision has been forthcoming, to date, so the Council has

agreed to wait until this 1nformat1on is reoelved before deciding further

action.

at lunch by Mrs. Jac Baillie, formerly Biomedical Librarian, Monash Unlver51ty,ib:?f'

Mrs. Jac. Baillie

During‘the LAA Conference over éD medlcal librarians were entertained :

and Mr, Bill Baillie, dJac 8611118 is now living in retirement in her home

s . which has magnificent views of the Derwent River. Jac and Bill were ohamn.ng S '

‘hosts and made *he day a memorable one.

Mr Colln Freeman

Colin Freeman, Pr1nc1pal Librarian - Life- Sciences; ANSTEL is to

take up the position of Liaison Officer for the Natiomal Library -in New York

shortly.

-Colin accompanied Dr..Martin Gummlngs, Director ef the National

Library of Medicire (U.S.A.) throughout. Australia durlng Or. Cumming's in-

spection of medical libraries 'in 1975: "He has had a major role in eatabllehlng S

the MEDLINE -scheme in Australia. Colin has. been dedicated to the improvement
of information services in the Life Sciences and -will be remembered for his
enthusiasm and helpfulness. ~We wish hlm well 1n hls new appointment.

Life Solenoes Informatlon Network

A report on a Lifs Sciences Informatlon Network (For Australia)

was published by the National Library in 1976. A major part of the report
was .prepared by Dr, Martin Cummings who had. been engaged by the National

. - Library as a consultant in 1975, Dr. Cumming's- pmposals for Austraelia
reflect his wide experience of long established medical/life sciences net—
-works in the United States. He identifies the following elements for study
and development in the oonstruotlon of the LlFe Sciences Information Network:

a)

Centrellzed management aoparatus'~ o

The major component of the management apparatus to be a Health
801ences Information Adv1sory Committee,

_Unlfled bmbllogrephlo.apparatue -

i. National Union List of Serzals (based on SSAL) to be in machine
readable form., : S

ii, Naulonal Union Catalogue of monographs
Computerwbased HeFerenoe and In?ormatlon Servmoes
EfflClent Inter—lerary Loan apparatue.".‘-
The report notes the lack oF a formal national system oF 1nter- ‘

library loans in Australia. It proposes sequential chanelling of
reguests to local, regional and national. libraries. Reimbursement

“
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from federal funds to institutions which supply interlibrary loans
- to users outside of their normal user group is,recommended.

e} Natiesnal Referral Centre.

| A national Referral.Céntré is propnsed'to receive and transfer
non-conventional requests for medical information from the health
community operating at a distance from urban centres.

£) Regional Centres.

Designation of selectéd'University based health sciences
libraries as regional libraries is proposed,

g) Education, Training and Consliltation. o
Training will be r‘QQUlI‘Bd for persons from ANSTEL or the NLA .
and from reglonal centres to manage and operate the system.

These persons, in turn, should provide consultation and tralnlng
to potential users of the system. : :

Comment"

I believe that medical librarians would fervently welcome and approve -
the introduction of a Life Sciences Information Network as proposed by Dr.
Cummings. The unstructured 'ad hoc! arrangements for the provision of health/
life sciences information in Australia are obviocusly creating problems for
large, intermediate and small medical libraries and, particularly, health _
nrofessionals working in isolation or those who have access only to libraries
with small collections. Medical librarians are well aware of the need for
‘Unified Bibliographic Apparatus?! and for guaranteed, rapid interlibrary loan
provision. ANSTEL's document provision services have in recent years improved
interlibrary loan provision but funding of d351gnated regional libraries should
greatly improve these servzces.

" Unfortunately development of a Network has been deferred because of
budgetdry restrictions., However it is to be hoped that deferrsl is temporary.
Para %1.1.6 from the Natiomal Library's report 1. ‘Life Sciences Information
Network' is worth recording. ' ' '

1.1.6 Owing to bUdgetafy restrictions the ALBIS feasibility studies have

‘ come to an end. " Nevertheless the proposals of the National Library
Council to develop priority rescurce sharing .networks in the frame-
wark of UNISIST {World Science Information System] NATIS (National
Information Systems} and ALBIS {Australian Library Based Information
-System) have been approved in principle, and every effort will be made
to implement these within current financial constraints. The Health
Sciences Information Network is high in priority and is scheduled to
become Australia's first on-llne 1nformat10n system linking all state
capitals.

G.T.F.
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_Queensland

The Medical Librariané' Group {Queensland branch) held a meeting on
17th October, 1977. The Group must be well organized as already they have a
tentative programme for seven meetings in 1978 plus a Christmas Party!

N.S,.W.,

- Libraries of teaching hospitals of the Universities of Sydney and
New  South Wales have completed a survey on the time taken to receive inter—
library loans reguested from a range of supplier libraries during the period
1st August ~ 1st November, 1977. The results of the survey will be collated
and are sure to provide some interesting statistics.






